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. YAN HUI

(521-481 B.C)

Yan Hui, styled Ziyuan, was a native of the State
of Lu (in modern Shandong Province) in the late
Spring and Autumn period (770-476 B.C.). As
Confucius’ favorite disciple, Yan Hui was brilliant,
fond of learning and diligent in thinking, and upheld
Confucius’ teaching on “not feeling ashamed to
consult the people below.” Known for his virtue and
self-cultivation, Yan Hui exerted a great influence
on later generations of scholars, and ranked first of
the ten chief disciples of Confucius, who fell into
four classes (those distinguished for virtue, for able
speech, for administrative abilities or for literary
accomplishments). After Confucius passed away, the
Confucianists were divided into eight schools, one
of which was the Yan School. In the Han Dynasty
(206 B.C.-A.D. 220), Yan Hui was ranked first of the
72 famous disciples of Confucius; in the first year of
the Zhengshi reign period of the State of Wei in the
Three Kingdoms period (475-221), Yan Hui was the
only disciple worshipped together with Confucius at
memorial ceremonies to the latter. In the eighth year
of the Kaiyuan reign period (713-741) of Emperor
Xuazong of the Tang Dynasty, he was named
Second Sage, and in the ninth year of the Jiajing
reign period (1522-1566) of Emperor Shizong of the
Ming Dynasty, he was given the title Continuator of
the Sage. The Temple of the Continuator of the Sage
is located in Qufu, Shandong Province.




