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9. YAN YAN

(35 YEARS YOUNGER THAN
CONFUCTUS)

Yan Yan, styled Ziyou, was a native of the State
of Wu in the late Spring and Autumn period, and
a disciple taken by Confucius in his late years.
Yan Yan, who was distinguished for his literary
acquirements, had an unusual understanding of the
virtues of benevolence and propriety advocated
by Confucius. At the age of 20, he served as
commandant of Wucheng, and put the teaching of
Confucius — “When a gentleman is well instructed,
he really loves others; and when a mean man is
well instructed, he is easily ruled.” — into political
practice, and did his best to transform the people by
propriety and music. Yan Yan was one of Confucius’
ten chief disciples in the four classes (ranked first
in literary accomplishments). After Confucius
passed away, Yan Yan set up his own school with
the remaining students, and his descriptions of
the “common world” and “society of well-being”,
exerted a profound influence on Chinese culture. In
the 15th year of the Yonghe reign period of Emperor
Mingdi of the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220),
Yan Yan was honored together with Confucius;
in the 27th year of the Kaiyuan reign period of
Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty, he was
posthumously given the title of Duke Wu; in the
second year of the Dazhong Xiangfu reign period
of Emperor Zhenzong of the Song Dynasty, Lord
Danyang; and later, Lord Wu.




