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6. DUANMU (I

(31 YEARS YOUNGER THAN
CONFUCIUS)

Duanmu Ci, styled Zigong, was a native
of the State of Wei in the late Spring and
Autumn period. Born into a poor family,
Duanmu Ci was intelligent, eloquent and
quick-tongued in argument, and good
at doing business. With extraordinary
diplomatic abilities, he was sent to various
states as an envoy by Confucius at critical
moments, and distinguished himself and
his master. He held Confucius in great
esteem, and devoted himself to spreading
Confucian thought in different states. He
enjoyed a reputation of having the “virtue
of the Second Sage”, and ranked first of
Confucius’ ten chief disciples in the four
classes (distinguished for able speech).
In the 27th year of the Kaiyuan reign
period of Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang
Dynasty, he was given the title of Duke
Li; in the second year of the Dazhong
Xiangfu reign period of Emperor
Zhenzong of the Song Dynasty, Lord
Liyang; and later, Lord Li.




