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21. NANGONG KUO

Nangong Kuo, styled Zirong, was an
aristocrat of the State of Lu. He upheld
morality, handled affairs with great care
and made efforts to practice Confucius’s
teaching — “A superior man desires
to be hesitant in speech, but sharp in
action”. Confucius, who thought highly
of Nangong Kuo, called him a Superior
Man, and married his niece to him. In the
27th year of the Kaiyuan reign period of
Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty,
Nangong Kuo received the title of Count
Tan; in the second year of the Dazhong
Xiangfu of Emperor Zhenzong of the
Song Dynasty, Duke Gonggqiu; and in the
third year of the Xianchun reign period
of Emperor Duzong of the Song Dynasty,
Duke Ruyang. He was commemorated
together with Confucius.




