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1. ZHUANSUN SHI
(48 YEARS YOUNGER THAN
CONFUCITLIS)

Zhuansun Shi, styled Zizhang, was a native of the
State of Chen in the late of the Spring and Autumn
period. Born into a poor family, Zhuansun Shi
was outstanding in learning and talents. He held
Confucius in high esteem, and was brilliant and
always eager to learn. He consulted Confucius on
“benevolence” and “propriety” time and again, and
showed great interest in political affairs, but he never
served as an official. The people of later generations
said he had the “virtue of a Second Sage” After
Confucius’ death, he set up a school of his own,
accepted disciples and gave lectures. As a result,
the influential Zizhang school of Confucianism
was formed, ranking first in the eight schools of
Confucianism. In the 15th year of the Yonghe
reign period of Emperor Mingdi of the Eastern
Han Dynasty, Zhuansun Shi was commemorated
together with Confucius; in the 27th year of the
Kaiyuan reign period of Emperor Xuanzong of the
Tang Dynasty, he was posthumously given the title
of Count Chen; in the second year of the Dazhong
Xiangfu reign period of Emperor Zhenzong of the
Song Dynasty, Duke Wangqiu; and later, Lord Chen.




