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RAN GENG

(7 YEARS YOUNGER THAN
CONFLICIUS)

Ran Geng, styled Boniu, was a native of the State
of Lu in the late Spring and Autumn period. Well
known for virtue, Ran Geng asked Confucius about
the connotations of “humanity” and “gentleman”
time and again. He was listed as one of Confucius’
ten chief disciples in the four classes (distinguished
for virtue). He was highly esteemed by the later
generations for virtue and self-cultivation. Meng
Zi, an ancient philosopher, believed that Ran Geng
had a good grasp of Confucius’ ideas. In the Book
of the Prince of Huai Nan, Ran Geng is listed as the
transmitter of Confucius’ teachings. Ran Geng died
young. Upon hearing the news, Confucius is said to
have sighed deeply. In the 27th year of the Kaiyuan
reign period of Emperor Xuan Zong of the Tang
Dynasty, Ran Geng was posthumously given the
title of Duke Jun; in the second year of the Dazhong
Xiangfu reign period of Emperor Zhenzong of the
Song Dynasty, Lord Dongping; and in the third year
of the Xianchun reign period of Emperor Duzong of
the Song Dynasty, Lord Jun.
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