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19. YUAN XIAN

(36 YEARS YOUNGER THAN
CONFUCTUS)

Yuan Xian, styled Zisi, was a native of
the State of Lu. Born into a poor family,
he never served as an official. After
Confucius passed away, he lived in the
State of Wei in seclusion. Though he lived
in a thatched cottage and ate simple food,
he was happy, and noted for purity and
modesty. The people of later generations
took him as an example of “being poor
yet not losing his righteousness, and being
content with poverty”. In the 27th year
of the Kaiyuan reign period of Emperor
Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty, he was
given the title of Count Yuan; and in the
second year of the Dazhong Xiangfu
reign period of Emperor Zhenzong of the
Song Dynasty, Duke Rencheng.




