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12. ZENG SHEN

Zeng Shen, styled Ziyu, was a native of
the State of Lu in the late Spring and
Autumn period. He took Confucius as
his teacher in his childhood. Zeng Shen
was honest, sober, modest and prudent.
He had a profound understanding of the
“Way of Benevolence” advocated by
Confucius, and paid great attention to the
study of “propriety”. He was noted for his
filial piety. He summed up the meanings
of “introspection” and “prudent solitude”
from Confucius’ teachings, attached great
importance to “credit”, and practiced the
“Way of Loyalty and Forgiveness”, which
has become the guiding principle for
Confucianists’ self-cultivation. Legend
has it that he wrote some important
books, such as The Classic of Filial
Piety, and The Great Learning. In the
27th year of the Kaiyuan reign period of
Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty,
he was posthumously given the title of
Count Cheng; in the second year of the
Dazhong Xiangfu reign period of Emperor
Zhenzong of the Song Dynasty, Duke
Cheng; and later, Lord Chengguo.




