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8. ZHONG YOLUI

(542-480 B.C)

Zhong You, styled Zilu, was a native of Pian in the
State of Lu (present-day Sishui, Shandong Province).
He was bold, uninhibited, upright, brave and skilled
in many arts, and always kept his promises. He
once followed Confucius on the latter’s travels from
state to state, and was noted for his loyalty to his
master. Accordingly, though Confucius was not
very satisfied with his learning, he was fond of this
disciple. Zhong You was good at handling political
affairs, and once served as chief magistrate of Pu
District in the State of Wei. He died during a bout
of turmoil in that state. Zhong You was listed as
one of Confucius’ ten chief disciples in the four
classes (distinguished for administrative abilities).
In the eighth year of the Kaiyuan reign period of
Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty, he was
posthumously given the title of Duke Weli; in the
second year of the Dazhong Xiangfu reign period
of Emperor Zhenzong of the Song Dynasty, Lord
Henei; and in the third year of the Xianchun reign
period of Emperor Duzong of the Song Dynasty,
Lord Wei.




