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5.ZA1 YU

(522-458 B.C)

Zai Yu, styled Ziwo or Zaiwo, was a
native of the State of Lu in the late
Spring and Autumn period. Zai Yu
was eager to learn, good at thinking,
eloquent and quick-tongued in argument,
and full of innovative spirit. He once
raised suggestions on the transformation
of the burial rites. With extraordinary
political talent, he followed Confucius
on the latter’s travels from state to state
from the beginning to the end, and once
served as Confucius’ envoy to the State
of Qi and Chu. He was listed one of
Confucius’ ten chief disciples in the four
classes (distinguished for able speech).
In the 27th year of the Kaiyuan reign
period of Emperor Xuanzong of the
Tang Dynasty, he was posthumously
given the title of Duke Qi; and in the
second year of the Dazhong Xiangfu
reign period of Emperor Zhenzong of
the Song Dynasty, Lord Linzi. Later he
was renamed Lord Qi.




