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26. QIDIAO KAI

(21 YEARS YOUNGER THAN
CONFUCIUS)

Qidiao Kai, styled Ziruo, was a native
of the State of Lu. He devoted himself
to study, and became a scholar of
great attainments. Upright, firm and
independent, Qidiao Kai had a unique
understanding of human nature, believing
that it was either kind or evil, and
developed the Confucian doctrine of
“Their natures are much the same, but
their habits become widely different”.
After Confucius passed away, he gathered
his disciples and gave lectures to them,
forming a new school — “Confucianism
of Qidiao Zi”, one of the eight major
schools of Confucianism. He wrote the
classic Qidiao Zi. In the 27th year of
the Kaiyuan reign period of Emperor
Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty he
received the title of Count Teng; and in
the second year of the Dazhong Xiangfu
reign period of Emperor Zhenzong of the
Song Dynasty, Duke Pingyu.




