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22. GONGXI Al

Gongxi Al, styled Jici, was a native either
of the State of Lu, or of that of Qi in the
late Spring and Autumn period. Born into
a poor family, he was honest and eager
to learn, kept his promises and never
pursued an official career. He put into
practice Confucius’ teachings, such as
“Holding fast to the good way unto death;
when right principles of government
prevail in the kingdom, he will show
himself; and when they are prostrated, he
will keep concealed. He will not enter a
tottering state, nor dwell in a disorganized
one”. Gongxi Ai was spoken highly of by
Confucius. In the 27th year of the Kaiyuan
reign period of Emperor Xuanzong of the
Tang Dynasty, Gongxi Ai was given the
title of Count Zheng; and in the second
year of the Dazhong Xiangfu reign
period of Emperor Zhenzong of the Song
Dynasty, Duke Beihai.




