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4. RAN YONG

(29 YEARS YOUNGER THAN
CONFUCTUS)

Ran Yong, styled Zhonggong, was a
younger brother of Ran Geng and a native
of the State of Lu in the late Spring and
Autumn period. Ran Yong was broad-
minded, generous, honest and kind, and
persisted in pursuing humanity, justice
and virtue, and so he was listed as one of
Confucius’ ten chief disciples in the four
classes (distinguished for virtue). Thanks
to his outstanding political talent, he once
served as chief steward of the Ji Clan, and
his character marked by being “easygoing
and abiding in reverence” was highly
praised by Confucius. From the 15th year
of the Yongping reign period of Emperor
Mingdi of the Eastern Han Dynasty, Ran
Yong was given titles one after another
by the rulers of the following dynasties.
In the eighth year of the Kaiyuan reign
period of Emperor Xuanzong of the
Tang Dynasty, he was posthumously
named Duke Xue; in the second year of
the Dazhong Xiangfu reign period of
Emperor Zhenzong of the Song Dynasty,
Lord Tianxiapi; and in the third year of
the Xianchun reign period of Emperor
Duzong of the Song Dynasty, Lord Xue.
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